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She Said, He Said
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Who’s Being Quoted? When citing dialogue or a source in an essay, a good technique is to avoid using that four-letter “s” word too often.  No, not that “s” word, but the said word.  While said has the same amount of syllables as the other “s” word, it’s a word that too often lacks feeling and emotion.  For variety, try using, but not overusing, some of the said synonyms below to add some spice to your writing.

Writing Tip:  If it’s clear who the speaker is, attribution or dialogue tags are unnecessary.  Only use them to keep the reader clear regarding who is speaking. 
	How it’s Said                    Use These Dialogue Tags to Show What’s Being Said   (but only when needed)

	in a happy way
	laughed

rejoiced
	lilted 

sang out 
	giggled
	joked

	in a sad way
	cried

agonized

bawled
	sobbed 

groaned 

sniveled 
	lamented 

wept 

mourned
	blubbered

	in a bossy way
	insisted

bossed
	professed

preached
	ordered
dictated
	demanded

	in an angry way


	raged

miffed
	retorted 

thundered
	fumed 
blurted
	seethed

	in a pained way


	barked

cried out

cried

screamed
	groaned 

howled 

shrieked 


	bellowed

wailed 

yelped 


	jabbered 

grieved 

roared 

	in a frightened way
	quaked

stammered
	quivered 
trembled
	shuddered
shivered 
	shook

	in an understanding way
	empathized

accepted
	comforted 

sympathized 
	agreed 
crooned
	consoled 

related

	in a tired way
	mumbled
	emitted 
	wearied
	struggled

	in a begging way
	beseeched

begged
	entreated 

appealed to 
	pleaded
	implored

	as an answer
	responded

retorted
	answered 

acknowledged 
	replied 
	rejoined
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Attribution:  When indicating who is speaking, you have to “tag” or attribute that quote to someone.  Because you want to keep the reader involved in what you’re writing, remember to indicate who said it, how it was said, and to whom it was said.

· Example:  In a moment of utter panic, Sammy blurted to his mother,                                          

     “Don’t hold me by my ankles!   It causes the blood to rush 





     to my head!” 
· Remember to Write: Who, How, and Whom
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